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One of the challenges of teaching the gos-
pel message is convincing people that they 
need to actually respond to the message 
that was delivered by God. There are many 
who are convinced that they have been 
obedient, but in reality they have failed to 
listen to the message that God has sent. 
They are very much willing to be obedient 
to the instructions of men, but not of God! 
Jesus knew that this would be an issue 
among people for as long as the world 
would stand. Consider His warning from 
the first century:

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
and not do the things which I say? 
Whoever comes to Me, and hears My 
sayings and does them, I will show 
you whom he is like: He is like a man 
building a house, who dug deep and 
laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently against that house, and 
could not shake it, for it was founded 
on the rock. But he who heard and did 
nothing is like a man who built a house 
on the earth without a foundation, 
against which the stream beat 

vehemently; and immediately it fell. 
And the ruin of that house was great.” 
(Luke 6:46–49)

The world is full of people who want to call 
Jesus “Lord,” but who are unwilling to actu-
ally listen to what He has commanded. Men 
have determined that they can reject the 
message of Christ, and still expect Him to 
provide salvation. But Jesus has connected 
our obedience to His willingness to forgive 
sins. That is, forgiveness of sins is condi-
tional, and contingent upon our willingness 
to act in response to His message.

Now, you may be reading this and thinking, 
“I’m willing to do whatever Christ has com-
manded!” That is a great attitude. However, 
the question is, are you willing to actually 
do, or is that merely lip service? Again, 
consider the words of Jesus, who knew that 
there would be many who served Him with 
lips only:

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My 
Father in heaven. Many will say to Me 
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not 
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prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in 
Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’ (Matthew 7:21–23)

It is easy to declare that we are serving the Lord, but the proof of our relationship with 
Him is in our obedience to Him. One can claim to do all manner of “good works” for the 
cause of Christ, and yet, if he is not truly being obedient to Christ, his good works go for 
naught spiritually. There will be many, on the judgment day, who say to the great Judge, 
“Lord, Lord, have we not built homeless shelters and halfway houses in your name, built 
orphanages and unwed mothers’ homes in your name, and done many great things in 
your name?” And the response is going to be the same as what Jesus said in the first 
century!  “I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!” You see, if 
we are not willing to do what Jesus has commanded us to do, all the other things that we 
declare to be “good works” are useless!

Instead of looking for excuses to disregard the commands of Jesus, we should be willing 
to put into practice anything and everything that He commands us to do. This is quite 
problematic for most of the religious world. It has become quite popular to explain away 
Jesus’ teachings as being non-applicable to us today. Many, drawing improper conclusions 
from various scriptures, declare that we are not responsible for any acts of obedience, as 
that would make it so that we “earn” our salvation. But, is that what scriptures teach? Is 
it what Jesus Himself said? We should return to the scriptures, rather than the teachings 
and traditions of men (Colossians 2:8).

Does God require action before He is willing to extend salvation? The biblical answer is a 
resounding, “Yes!” The Lord has made the salvation He has offered contingent upon obe-
dience. For example, He requires belief (John 3:16). While many argue that belief is not a 
“work,” consider that it takes some action on a person’s part to come to belief. It does not 
just happen! But God also requires that one repent of his sins (2 Corinthians 7:10). This is 
an act that every person must submit to, or else they cannot receive the salvation of God. 
God also requires that a person confess the name of His Son in order to receive salvation 
(Romans 10:9-10). A person who refuses to confess the name of Christ (a work on his 
part) will not be granted the forgiveness of his sins!

Most people will never argue with these passages, even though they blatantly contradict 
their deeply held belief that we are not required to do any work to attain salvation. They 
will not argue that a person who refuses to confess Christ can still be saved. Many will not 
argue that a person who refuses to repent can be saved. However, when it comes to the 
act of baptism, many people suddenly want to argue with the word of God! We are told 
that salvation comes before baptism. We are told that one can be saved without baptism. 
We are told that baptism is nothing more than a token sign that one has already been 
saved. But, is that really how scripture, the word of God, speaks of the work of baptism? 
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Certainly not!

Baptism saves us. Just like other things are necessary for salvation, so is baptism. We are 
saved by faith. We are saved by grace. We are saved by confession. We are saved by re-
pentance. And we are saved by baptism. Consider the words of the inspired writer, Peter, 
after he had introduced the example of Noah and his family being saved by the waters of 
the flood:

There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of 
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, (1 Peter 3:21)

Though many have tried to explain away Peter’s words, they simply cannot be changed. 
One is saved through the act of baptism. One cannot be saved without the act of baptism. 
It seems that many think they can dismiss this verse and be justified rejecting the need 
for baptism. But, a close examination of other scriptures reveals the same principle!

Baptism washes away sins. It has been quite puzzling to determine how people who 
have not had their sins removed can be saved. After all, it is sin that separates us from 
God, and therefore puts us into a “lost” state. Saul of Tarsus, before he was the apostle 
Paul, was approached by Christ Himself. The predominant misconception is that Saul was 
saved “on the road to Damascus” when Jesus appeared to him. But that interpretation 
does not deal faithfully with the text. Saul was sent on his way, into the city of Damascus, 
where he was told that another would come to him and tell him “what (he) must do” 
(Acts 9:6). Once there, Saul prayed for three days, yet he still did not have his sins re-
moved. Ananias came to him and revealed that he still had to do something else to have 
his sins removed:

And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling 
on the name of the Lord.’ (Acts 22:16)

Saul was told that he needed to stop waiting, and be baptized so that his sins would be 
washed away. There is no other method recorded in scripture for the alien sinner to have 
his sins removed. He must submit to the command of God so that his sins can be washed 
away. Only when sin is “washed away” can relationship with God be restored (as that sin 
is no longer there to separate one from God), and therefore only at the point of having 
sins washed away can a person receive the Lord’s salvation! Saul was not saved until he 
was baptized, and people today cannot be saved without baptism either.

In Acts 2, when Peter and the other apostles preached the very first gospel sermon, it 
convicted many of the crowd who heard them. They were in anguish, knowing that they 
had sinned against God and that their sin separated them from Him. They cried out, 
pleading with Peter to tell them what they needed to do to rectify the situation. Peter 
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responded with a message that was clear then, and remains clear today:

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:38–39)

They had to be baptized “for the remission of sins,” that is, so that their sins would be 
forgiven. Just as their sins would not be remitted without repentance, they would not be 
remitted without baptism. Just as with the example of Saul of Tarsus, their sins lingered 
until they submitted to baptism and had them washed away. They remained separated 
from God until they submitted to His command to be baptized!

Baptism puts one into Christ. There is a need to have relationship with Christ if we want 
to enjoy His salvation. Paul writes that we have “every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 
places in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3). Without being “in Christ” we cannot have access to the 
spiritual blessings that He offers. Only one passage tells us specifically how to get “into 
Christ”:

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Galatians 3:26–27)

This passage connects the dots, explaining that belief is culminated in baptism, and only 
at that point is one “in Christ.” You cannot put on Christ in any other way than through 
baptism. Belief alone does not do it. Belief with repentance and confession does not do it. 
It requires the fullness of the plan of God, including submission to Him in baptism. One 
can believe, but that will never, by itself, put him into Christ! Is it possible to be outside of 
Christ, and still be saved? Certainly not!

Baptism puts the old man of sin to death. The Lord demands a change from those who 
would be His people. They are not permitted to continue on in the same worldly manner 
as they had before conversion. The New Testament speaks of this transition as put-
ting the old man of sin to death, and raising up a new man to walk in newness of life. In 
Romans chapter 6, the apostle Paul shows the process by which this transition is to take 
place, and at its very center is the act of baptism.

Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into 
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united together in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. For he who has died has 
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been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no 
longer has dominion over Him. For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; 
but the life that He lives, He lives to God. Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:3–11)

Notice that Paul shows us that it is through the act of baptism that we are brought into 
the death of Christ. While many want to speak of the blood of Christ washing away sins, 
they fail to recognize that it is through the act of baptism that mankind has the ability to 
be joined with His sacrifice and His death. Without submission to baptism, one cannot 
take part in the sacrifice of Christ! Paul also shows us that one cannot be in the likeness 
of the resurrection of Christ if he has never involved himself in the likeness of the death 
of Christ. How can one truly live the life that God expects if he has never submitted to 
God’s commands? It is, according to the inspired writer, through the act of baptism that 
the old man of sin is crucified with Christ. Can one be saved, having his sins forgiven, if he 
has never crucified the old man of sin? It is also through this act of baptism that a person 
frees himself from the bondage, the slavery, of sin. Can one be saved if he still remains en-
slaved to sin? It is through our obedience to God in the act of baptism that we can reckon 
ourselves dead to sin, and alive to God. If we reject His instruction pertaining to baptism, 
how can we think ourselves “alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord”?

As we conclude our thoughts on this vital subject, it is important for us to return to the 
original context of our study. Remember, Jesus asked the question:  “But why do you call 
Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” That piercing question is just as rele-
vant today as when Jesus asked it some 
2000 years ago. We have looked at 
several passages of scripture that show 
that God’s plan of salvation includes 
submission to Him, obedience to His 
command of baptism. You, dear reader, 
must ask yourself the question: “Am I 
calling Him ‘Lord, Lord,’ but refusing to 
do the things He has commanded?” If 
a person is unwilling to do the will of 
Christ, He is not their Lord, no matter 
what they may call Him. He can only be 
your Lord if you are willing to be obedi-
ent to His message of salvation, leaving 
behind the corrupted traditions of men.

Study Opportunities
Sunday Bible Study: 10:00 AM

Sunday Worship Assembly: 11:00 AM

Meeting At
Homewood Suites of Bozeman

1023 E Baxter Ln. 
Bozeman, MT 59715

Everyone Welcome!
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Matthew 19, Mark 10, and Luke 18 all give an account of a man we often call the rich 
young ruler. A certain ruler, a young man, came to Jesus and said, “What shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?” When Jesus lists out commands that he should keep, the man 
replies, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” Jesus then adds one more thing 
that he should do: “Go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But this young ruler walked away sad, because 
he was very rich.  Jesus told His disciples, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

If God inspired three different writers to record the same thing, it’s obviously important! The 
Bible warns us repeatedly about the dangers that riches can bring. “For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil.” (1 Timothy 6:10) “You cannot serve God and wealth.” (Matthew 6:24, 
NASB) But are these warnings for people with the most money - or are they for me? Could the 
dangers of money really apply to someone clipping coupons and juggling bills and budgets in 
order to feed and clothe a family of five?   

Notice the disciples’ reaction. Remember, Jesus chose common men like fishermen to be 
His apostles. They were uneducated and untrained (Acts 4:13), following a Teacher who had 
“nowhere to lay His head” (Matthew 8:20). Surely the apostles were not considered rich. 
But when Jesus taught how hard it is for a rich man to enter heaven, not one of them said, 
“Whew!  I’m sure glad He’s not talking about me!” Instead, “they were greatly astonished, 
saying among themselves, ‘Who then can be saved?’”  (Mark 10:26) If Jesus’ warning applied 
to His apostles, it certainly applies to a young mother with a three bedroom house and more 
time-saving appliances that you can shake a stick at!    

We often think about rich people as if they care only about money, and not about Jesus. But 
the more I look at this young man, the more eager to follow Jesus he appears. He “came 
running, knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life?” (Mark 10:17) You don’t come “running” to Jesus unless He is important to you. 
You don’t call Him “Good Teacher” unless you respect Him. You don’t ask “What shall I do?” 
unless you intend to obey.  Matthew tells us that when Jesus said, “Keep the commandments,” 
the young man asked, “Which ones?” And when the commandments Jesus listed were ones 
he already knew and was keeping, he asked, “What do I still lack?” It certainly sounds like he 
was searching to see if there was something important he had missed.        

Being eager to follow Jesus is certainly good. But it wasn’t enough! Jesus said to him, “If you 
want to be perfect...” (Matthew 19:21) To follow Christ, I cannot settle for “good enough.” I 
must strive for perfection!  

LadiesC
orn

er
The Rich Young Mother
by: Laura Lynn
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Jesus told the young ruler, “One thing you lack.” (Mark 10:21) Just one? Then he was almost 
there! So close to eternal life! To quit now was to waste a lifetime of keeping the commands 
of God! How eagerly was the young man waiting to hear this one last thing that would let him 
reach his ultimate goal?     

But that one thing was too much for him, a price higher than he was willing to pay. He came 
running, but he left grieved.   

What was the price he was unwilling to pay? “Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to 
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.” 
That is such a hard saying. It would be comforting if I could say this statement was specifically 
for this one particular person, because Jesus knew that the young man’s heart was in the 
wrong place. Or that it was for this one particular time period, when men (and women) could 
physically follow Jesus because He was on earth in the flesh. Or even to say that the young 
man was still saved, he just failed to go from being a good disciple to being a perfect disciple.      

But clearly Jesus was teaching a broader principle than just one man. Jesus was talking about 
ALL rich men - evidently, everyone who has ANYTHING he can sell and give to the poor. So 
anyone who has a house, a car, a television, any of the latest gadgets, piles of toys for the 
children, etc, is rich. And it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for him 
to enter the kingdom of God. It’s impossible!      

But how can it be bad to have the things we need to live, and blessings given from God?   
“Jesus answered again and said to them, ‘Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches 
to enter the kingdom of God!’” You can love riches and trust in them whether you have them 
or not. If I lost every last possession, would I still trust God to take care of me? If Jesus asked 
me to sell everything and follow Him, could I do it? What if He would like for me to give up just 
one thing - that smart phone, tablet, or television that takes up too much of my time? Or that 
new car that I’m too proud of? Or my career that keeps me in an ungodly environment, just 
to earn a little extra money that my family could do without? If there is any one thing I can’t 
imagine giving up, can I really say I’m trusting in God?     

“With men it is impossible, but not with God; for with God all things are possible.”  Like the 
apostles, I must recognize what a hard teaching this really is - and rely on God to make it 
possible.         

It is tempting to justify having riches by saying, “Jesus loves me and wants me to be happy.” 
Jesus loved the rich young ruler, too. “Jesus, looking at him, loved him...” (Mark 10:21). 
Sometimes true love is tough love. The love of Jesus didn’t try to candy-coat or water down a 
hard teaching. Jesus’ love didn’t prompt Him to chase the young man down and try to bring 
him back.  Jesus’ love caused Him to give his life for that young man - then allow him to make 
his choice. Love let the man go! Jesus loves me as much as he loved that young man. But if I 
choose ANYTHING over Jesus, if I choose to walk away from Him, He in His love will let me go!  
I must make that choice each and every day. What will you choose? 
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September 2017

September 1        Philippians 2
September 4        Philippians 3:1–4:1
September 5        Philippians 4:2–23
September 6        Colossians 1:1–2:5
September 7        Colossians 2:6–3:17
September 8        Colossians 3:18–4:18
September 11      1 Thessalonians 1:1–2:16
September 12      1 Thessalonians 2:17–3:13
September 13      1 Thessalonians 4
September 14      1 Thessalonians 5
September 15      2 Thessalonians 1–3

September 18      1 Timothy 1
September 19      1 Timothy 2:1–3:7
September 20      1 Timothy 3:8–4:16
September 21      1 Timothy 5:1–6:2
September 22      1 Timothy 6:3–21
September 25      2 Timothy 1:1–2:13
September 26      2 Timothy 2:14–3:17
September 27      2 Timothy 4
September 28      Titus 1–3
September 29      Philemon

Daily Bible Reading
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